ACTION FOE SOCIAL WELFARE

note how practically all men and all women
in any community follow fashion as regards
their clothing, the way in which they shall
serve their dinners, the style of vehicle which
they shall use in transporting themselves from
place to place, the way even in which they
shall amuse themselves. All of us follow the
same custom, not because we have deliber-
ately thought out beforehand that following
the custom will give us the greatest comfort or
the keenest delight, but rather since other
people seem to be doing this we do it also, be-
cause this is easier than to think up something
new. We drift unconsciously.

But this inertia which leads us to follow
rather than to originate affects most profoundly
our entire social life. Men join political
parties; and because they have once, not at-
tached a party name to themselves, but at-
tached themselves to a party name, they remain
Republicans or Democrats throughout life, even
though the principles of the party may change,
even though at times the policy may be even
reversed. Not principles, generally speaking,
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